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President's Message:   

Many thanks to Paul Ruud for his splendid presentation on 
the Lincoln kidnap plot and assassination.  I especially enjoyed 
his discussion of the Booth family and the personality of John 
Wilkes Booth. I thought I got a better understanding of the man 
and appreciated Paul’s analysis of his motivation. Paul’s reaction 
to the sentences and his personal recommendations were also 
most interesting. Thanks again, Paul, for a well researched and 
fascinating talk. 
 
 I’m happy to report Fred Bohmfalk’s surgery went well and 
a conversation with him the other day suggests he’s recovering 
quite well and anxious to return to his busy schedule. Looking 
forward to seeing you soon, Fred. 
 
 Thanks to all of you who signed the petition opposing the 
planned casino at Gettysburg. It’s hard to imagine the mentality 
of those who would propose such a venture. I mailed them in the 
name of our organization to the Civil War Preservation Trust. 
 
 John Nevins is scheduled to discuss the Hunley on August 
10th. We anticipate learning more about the event and the recent 
raising of the ship from its tomb in Charleston harbor. John was 
instrumental in bringing the Hunley to Gibson Ranch in May. We 
are honored to have him a member of our group. 
 
 See you at the Hofbrau August 10th. Come early for dinner 
and conversation.  
 
NEXT MEETING!!! August 10th at 7:00PM at 
the Hofbrau on the northeast corner of El 
Camino & Watt Ave. Come early for dinner 
and conversation. John Nevins will give a 
presentation on the CSS Hunley. 
 
SEE UPCOMING PROGRAMS ON PAGE 3.  



MINUTES 
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

JULY 13, 2005 
HOF BRAU RESTAURANT 2500 WATT AVE., SACRAMENTO 

 
Attendance - 27 

 
Members - 25 
Don Hayden, President 
Susan Williams, Vice President 
George Foxworth, Treasurer 
Dudley Albrecht 
Bob Baskerville 
George Beitzel 
Joan Beitzel 

Roy Bishop 
Ken Dalpe 
William Donaldson 
Lydia Donaldson 
Alan Geiken 
Michael Gjerde 
Susan Gjerde 
Ted Hansen 

Dennis Kohlmann 
Jim Middleton 
Maurice Mitchell 
Betty Mitchell 
Paul Ruud 
Patty Ruud 
Brad Schall 
James Taff 

Drew Van Winkle 
John Zasso 
Guests - 2 
Jim Lane 
Sharon McGaughey 

 
 

 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.  Guests were acknowledged and welcomed.  
Michael and Susan Gjerde joined as new members.  Announcements included the death of 
Shelby Foot and the upcoming the Regional Civil War Roundtable Conference, “Civil War 
in the Southwest,” to be held November 4, 5, and 6, 2005 in Clovis.  The President circulated 
a petition against the construction of a gambling casino proposed to be built near Gettysburg.  
A card for Fred Bohmfalk was circulated.  This Day in History – July 13 was read. 

 
2. The speaker was former president and long time member Paul Ruud.  His talk the “Lincoln 

Assassination, April 14, 1865” was accompanied by interesting charts and photographs that 
described the “cast of characters” who plotted at first to kidnap the president and then to kill 
Secretary of State Seward, Vice President Johnson and President Lincoln at Ford’s Theater.  
Paul responded to questions  from the audience and an interesting discussion followed.  
Thank you, Paul. 

 
3. The raffle was held and the meeting adjourned at 8:50. 

 
 
Susan Williams 
Vice-President and Acting Secretary 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
The cash balance following the July 13, 2005 meeting was $1,204.52.  

Thanks to members and guests, the raffle brought in $55.00. 
  
George W. Foxworth, 
Treasurer 

 



 3

COMING PROGRAMS 
Month Speaker Topic 
August John Nevins CSS Hunley 
September George Beitzel  Lincoln at Ft. Stevens and Presidential Military Exp. 
October “Bud” Robertson Jackson and Lee 
November Ray Bisio Meade at Gettysburg: Making Friends into Foes 
December Maurice Mitchell Reconstruction 
 

 A Report On The 6th Annual Civil War Days’ Re-Enactment 
by George W. Foxworth 

 
The California Historical Artillery Society (CHAS) and the Casini Ranch 

Family Campground presented the 6th Annual Civil War Days on July 16-17, 
2005 in Duncan Mills, California along the historic Russian River.  The American 
Civil War Association (ACWA) and National Civil War Association (NCWA) 
attended with the CHAS.  Ray Bisio of the ACWA was the Master of Ceremonies. 
 

Also attending were Phil Avila and other members of The North Bay Civil 
War Round Table.  From the Sacramento Civil War Round Table, the attendees 
were John Zasso, John Nevins, and George W. Foxworth. 
 

The Casini Family was proud to sponsor this re-enactment.  For five 
generations, the Casini Family has worked this Ranch.  This re-enactment was 
dedicated to the memory of Susan Casini and George Casini.  Susan passed 
during 2004 and George passed the week before the re-enactment.  However, 
the Casini Family still wanted the re-enactment to continue. 
 

This part of the Casini Ranch is known as Freezeout Flat and has a 
history in the area’s early lumber industry.  Freezeout Flat is located on the 
Southern side of the Russian River and the Battlefield is shaped like an “T.”  As a 
result, there was simultaneous skirmishing on all parts of the Battlefield.  At 
times, you could hear cannons and muskets that you could not see.  At the same 
time, you could see muskets and cannons that were not in action yet. 
 

The 6th Annual Civil War Days was a complete success and the Casini 
Ranch Family Campground, CHAS, ACWA, and NCWA are commended for their 
great work.  We look ahead to the 2006 event. 
 

Editor’s Note: 
 Effective immediately, I will send electronic Battle 
Cry’s in Adobe Format to those who wish to receive them 
instead of the paper copy. Those wanting electronic copies 
need to send me an e-mail stating that so I can verify I 
have your correct e-mail address. My address is: 
battlecryeditor@sbcglobal.net  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Send Name, Address, and e-mail to: SJVCWRT, P.O. BOX 5695, Fresno, CA 93755 
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CSS Hunley photo taken at Gibson Ranch on May 6th 2005. 

Our speaker next time, John Nevins, will explain how the 
model was built and how it came to be in Sacramento in May. 
  

Since the SCWRT is holding a conference next year on “War on 
the Water”, the Battle Cry will begin to carry pictures and stories on 
the Navy starting on the next page. 
 The first nine pictures are: 

Franklin Buchanan (1800-1874) p.83  CSN Commanded the CSS Virginia but was 
wounded before the battle with the Monitor. Commanded Mobile Bay and was wounded 
before his flagship surrendered. 

William B. Cushing (1842-1874) p. 161 USN Became noted for daring raids on 
Confederate shipping and shore facilities. 

John A. Dahlgren (1809-1870) p.165 USN ordinance officer developed the 11 inch 
Dahlgren Gun and a percussion lock 

John Ericsson (1803-1889) p.206 designed the Monitor 
David G Farragut (1801-1870) p.212-213 USN First Admiral in USN  
James B. Eads (1820-1887) p.198 Gunboat builder  
Andrew H. Foote (1806-1863) p. 221-222 USN helped capture of Fort Henry and Donelson 
Catesby ap Roger Jones (1821-1877) p.348 commanded the CSS Virginia 
S. Phillips Lee (1812-1897) p.381 A distant relative of R.E. Lee he remained in the USN 

and was very successful in the blockading fleet. 



                                            Civil War Navies Notables Group 1 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                RAW 4-01-05 

              Franklin Buchanan                        William B. Cushing                         John A. Dahlgren                        
                   

                   John Ericsson                             David G Farragut                             James B. Eads   
                      

                   Andrew H. Foote                   Catesby ap Rodger Jones                       S. Phillips Lee 
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The New York Times, April 3, 1865: 
 

DREADFUL FIRE AT SEA FIVE 
HUNDRED LIVES LOST 

 
The U.S. Transport Steamer 

General Lyon Burned Off Cape 
Hatteras.  

Invalid Troops, Refugees, and 
Women and Children on Board. 

 
 
 The steamer Gen. 
Sedgwick, which arrived at this port 
at noon yesterday, brought as 
passengers twenty-nine persons 
saved from the wreck of the 
transport steamer Gen. Lyon, which 
took fire off Cape Hatteras on the 
morning of Friday last, and was 
totally destroyed. The Gen. Lyon had 
on board from five hundred and fifty 
to six hundred souls. The twenty-
nine who arrived here yesterday are 
believed to be all that was saved. 
 
 It appears from the 
statements of these men that the 
Gen. Lyon, a  screw steamer which 
had formerly been used as a 
blockade-runner, sailed from 
Wilmington for Fortress Monroe, on 
the morning of Wednesday last, with 
nearly six hundred persons on 
board, including the crew. 
 
 Her passengers consisted of 
discharged and paroled soldiers, 
escaped prisoners and refugees, 
among whom were about thirty 
women and twenty-five small 
children.  Two negroes were also 
among the refugees.  The weather 
was fair on leaving Wilmington, but 
the steamer put into the port of 
Smith-field for the night and resumed 

her voyage on the following morning.  
Soon after leaving Smithfield the 
wind, which was blowing from the 
southwest, increased in violence, 
and the vessel, which was a very 
slow one, made but little progress.  
At ten o'clock on Friday morning she 
was off Cape Hatteras, the wind 
having increased to a hurricane and 
the sea running very high.  It is 
believed that the vessel was about 
sixty miles from land when an alarm 
of fire was given, and in a few 
minutes afterward the flames broke 
out at the rear of the pilot-house and 
nearly in the centre of the vessel.  
Several of the crew were in the 
rigging, and there were very few 
persons on deck at the time, many of 
the passengers being confined to 
their berths by sickness. The first 
mate, JAMES GIBBS, and the other 
officers of the vessel immediately got 
the fire pumps to work,, with which, 
and the requisite quantity of hose, 
the vessel was well provided.  But 
the flames steadily gained headway, 
and although the pumps were 
working with unflinching 
perseverence, the fire soon spread 
over the centre portion of the deck, 
driving the crew and those who were 
assisting them to the stern and bow 
of the vessel.  The hatches had been 
closed in consequence of the decks 
being so constantly under water, but 
those below, alarmed by the smoke 
which was spreading through the 
cabins, rushed on deck only to be 
driven back by the flames. The 
frightful shrieks of the women and 
children, and their piteous 
supplications for help were drowned 
by the roaring of the storm.  Several 
of the paroled soldiers were sick and 
confined to their berths. 
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 Some of them managed to 
crawl on deck, and clung there until 
washed overboard by the waves.  In 
about half an hour after the fire broke 
out, the engines partially stopped, 
and the vessel immediately swung 
round with her broadside to the wind, 
the flames then spreading across her 
decks. 
 
 It had now become quite 
evident that the ship could not be 
saved.  The first officer acted with 
great courage, and only abandoned 
the vessel when all hopes of saving 
her were gone.  The fire pumps were 
still kept at work, and the flames 
were fought back with great 
determination. Many of those below 
were doubtless already suffocated. 
The shrieks and moans of the dying 
came up to those on deck, but they 
could do nothing to help them. Just 
at this time a steamer, which proved 
to be the United States transport 
Gen. Sedgwick, Capt. STARKEY, 
and a small schooner hove in sight. 
But neither of them could render any 
assistance, owing to the violence of 
the storm, and the fact that the 
burning steamer had drifted in 
toward the breakers. The flames 
were now spreading with fearful 
rapidity.  
 
 The boats were launched, 
although there appeared to be little 
hope of their living in such a sea. 
Into the first boat ten men lowered 
themselves, including the Captain of 
the General Lyon.  It is affirmed by 
several of those who escaped that 
the Captain had lost all control of 
himself, and was evidently crazed 
with fear. Hardly had this boat been 

loosed from the vessel's side than 
she drifted under her stern, was 
struck by the screw, and almost 
instantly went down. IRAH LEWIS, a 
private in the Eighty-ninth New-York 
Regiment, who was in the boat at the 
time, states that he saw the Captain 
sink. LEWIS and two others alone 
escaped.  A second boat was 
launched, and in this twenty-seven 
persons, including the First Mate, 
JOHN HAYDON, lowered 
themselves and succeeded in 
reaching the General Sedgwick, 
which was about a mile and a half 
distant. As the boat touched the 
steamer's side a wave dashed her 
violently against it, and she filled and 
went down. Of the twenty-seven 
persons in the boat, seven only were 
saved. 
 
 When the General Sedgwick 
left, being unable to render further 
assistance, the ill-fated steamer was 
drifting in toward the frightful 
breakers off Cape Hatteras. She was 
then burned down to the water's 
edge, and every soul on board had 
doubtless perished. 
 
 In regard to the origin of the 
fire, it was stated by the First Mate, 
while on board the General 
Sedgwick, that there were several 
barrels of Kerosene oil in the engine-
room, and these being shaken down 
by the rolling of the vessel fell on the 
boiler, and of course were quickly 
ignited. A barrel of oil was also kept 
in the same room, and this served to 
feed the flames. 


