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President’s  Message: 
 

I don’t know if the Russians were just “showing their flag,” training their 
navy, or cruising to escape the cold weather, but Mitch tells us they were on 
both coasts during the last half of the war. The reception was really royal in San 
Francisco – my guess is that then, as now, those of us in the west were trying to 
tell those in the east that things of importance and interest do happen out here! 
Thanks to Mitch for a most fascinating story.  
 

I have been getting inquiries regarding the process involved in bringing 
interesting speakers to the roundtable. It is very simple – if your suggested 
speaker in no way obligates the roundtable, pass the speakers name on to Dennis 
Kohlmann, the program chairman. In all other cases, refer your idea to the board 
by contacting a board member. The board members and their contact 
information appears on the front page of every Battle Cry. The formal written 
guidelines appear elsewhere in this edition of the Battle Cry. 
 

I want to pause for a minute to say thank you to some quiet volunteers. 
George Foxworth arrives early at each Wednesday meeting night and arranges 
the room to create that warm reception we feel as we arrive. Whenever the 
speaker wants to include slides in the presentation, Fred Bohmfalk brings his 
overhead projector and Don Hayden brings his screen. Many anonymous 
members bring raffle prizes for John Zasso to raffle off for the benefit of our 
treasury. Each one of you contributes by attending the Wednesday night 
meetings – without the crowd, the show does not go on! My congratulations and 
thanks to everyone and please keep up the good work!   
 

I will be out of town on August 8th (our next meeting) so Dennis 
Kohlmann will serve double duty. He will preside over the meeting in the gavel 
sense and then speak to the group about “ the Southern Cavalry during the 
1863 Pennsylvania campaign.”  I’ve heard for years that JEB Stuart fell short 
of his normal high standard in action leading up to Gettysburg – please pay 
attention so that you can clear that up for me! 
  
 
Paul Ruud 
President 
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Treasurer’s Report 

The cash balance following the June 13, 2007 meeting was $2,153.08.  Thanks to members and 
guests, the raffle brought in $47.00. 
  The cash balance following the July 11, 2007 meeting was $2,193.83.  Thanks to members and 
guests, the raffle brought in $79.00. 
 George W. Foxworth, Treasurer 
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Coming Programs 2007 
Date Speaker Topic 
August 8th  Dennis Kohlmann So. Calvary in 1863 PA Campaign 
Sept.12th  Ron Perisho 3D Photos 
October 10th  Brad Schall Battle of Fair Oaks 
Nov. 14th  Katrina Worley Home Spun Uniforms-The Real Story 
Dec. 12th  Maurice Mitchell TBA 
January 9th  Susan Williams War Horse 

 
Sacramento CWRT Speaker Policy 

July 25, 2007 
 

A flow of interesting speakers is the lifeblood of the Round Table; 
they educate, they entertain, they motivate, and they inspire. These reasons 
and more establish a need and a desire for quality speakers. 
 

There are certain circumstances where an invitation to speak creates 
an obligation for the Round Table. Obligations, stated or implied, could 
include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Travel expenses,  
(2) Hosting a speaker’s introduction to the area,  
(3) Housing,  
(4) Finding a meeting place appropriate to the occasion, 
(5) Advertising or other efforts to increase the attendance,  
(6) Transportation from the airport, and 
(7) Special audio-visual equipment. 

 
A member of the Round Table who would like to speak or who has a 
suggestion for another speaker, will be guided by the following: 
 

(1) When the proposed speaker would in no way obligate the Round 
Table, the member simply makes the request of the Program 
Chairperson.  

(2) Members are encouraged to discuss speaking opportunities with 
potential guest speakers, including those jointly involving other 
organizations, but will obtain approval of the Board of Directors prior 
to making specific invitations in situations involving any of the above 
obligations. 

 
There are no “exceptions” to these guidelines. 



 4

Civil War Medical Library  
 In case you haven’t already heard, I would like to tell you about the Civil 
War Medicine Collection room at the University of California at Davis’ new 
Blaisdell Medical Library in Sacramento, California.  
 The collection was assembled and donated by F. William Blaisdell, MD, of 
San Francisco, who is known as the “father of the modern trauma center.” Dr. 
Blaisdell is also an avid student of the Civil War, and his great-grandfather Solon 
Greenleaf Blaisdell (also a surgeon) served in the 12th New Hampshire Volunteer 
Infantry. Below is a link to a brief article which mentions the bullet that struck 
Solon Blaisdell at the Battle of Cold Harbor (which is on display in the Civil War 
Medicine room along with other relics of the war). The collection includes many 
rare and important reference works on surgery and medicine as practiced in the 
Union and Confederate armies, which is housed in an attractive room with Mort 
Kunstler artwork. I highly recommend a visit to this impressive library. 

The Blaisdell Medical Library is open to the public and located at 4610 X 
Street in Sacramento. 
Above e-mail received from Sebastian Nelson sebnelson@gmail.com  

The library phone number is: 734-3529 and they are open Mon-Thurs 
7AM-10PM, Fri 7AM to 6PM, Sat 9AM to 6PM, Sun 10AM to 8PM. 
 
http://stanmed.stanford.edu/2002summer/md-frontline.html   
Frontline Medicine 
This year’s Sterling award winner, F. 
William Blaisdell, MD, talks about 
trauma’s past, present and future 

Robert Tokunaga 

A diary stopped a bullet 138 years ago during the Civil 
War battle at Cold Harbor, Va. If it weren’t for that diary, this year’s 
J.E. Wallace Sterling Alumni Lifetime Achievement Award wouldn’t 
be going to F. William Blaisdell, MD, class of 1952. 

Blaisdell is a third-generation physician. His father Frank 
E. Blaisdell Jr., grandfather Frank E. Blaisdell Sr., and maternal-
side uncle, Ehler Eiskamp, all graduated from Stanford School of 
Medicine. William Blaisdell remembers sitting on his grandfather’s 
lap when he was 5 years old and being told the story of his great-
grandfather, Solon G. Blaisdell, who was in the 12th New 
Hampshire Regiment, which fought at Cold Harbor in the spring of 
1864. 

“Son, if it weren’t for this diary, you wouldn’t be here,” 
Blaisdell’s grandfather said, holding up the diary that was in Solon 
Blaisdell’s coat pocket when he was shot at Cold Harbor. The 
bullet pierced the diary, and although the force broke some of 
Solon’s ribs, the bullet did not strike his heart. “If you look in the 
diary, you can tell the exact day that my great-grandfather was 
wounded because before that day the writing is missing where the 
bullet went through the diary,” Blaisdell says. “After that date, my 
great-grandfather wrote around the bullet hole.” …(More online) 

 

 

  

 

F.W. Blaisdell is a surgeon and Civil 
War buff. So it's no surprise that the 
surgical tools his great-grandfather 
used during the Civil War are among 
his most treasured possessions. 

  


