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President’s Message 
 

Much has been written about General Robert E. 
Lee’s two invasions of the North.  Let’s take a 
closer look at both of them. 
 

The first was September 10 ,1862.  General Lee 
was in the North seven days and fought two major 
battles.  The first was a delaying action at South 
Mountain.  At the end of the day, he fell back to 
Antietam Creek at Sharpsburg, Maryland.  On 
September 17, 1862, he fought the bloodiest Battle 
of the War and then retreated back across the 
Potomac River.  In this Battle, Lee lost 13,724 men 
and General George B. McClellan lost 12,469. 
 

The second invasion started on June 15,1863.  
Lee’s plan this time was to destroy a Union Army in 
the North.  He wanted a Battle like Chancellorsville, 
only this time on Union soil.  This led to the Battle 
of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania July 1 - 3, 1863.  In 
this Battle, Lee lost 28,000 men and General 
George G. Meade lost 23,000.  Once again, Lee 
retreated back across the Potomac River. 
 

Lee’s first crossing was about 30 miles into Union 
territory and the second was about 100 miles.  
Lee’s most precious resource was his men.  It can 
be argued that losing 42,000 men in two battles 
cost the South the War. 
 

Dennis Kohlmann, President
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MINUTES 
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

HOF BRAU RESTAURANT, 2500 WATT AVENUE, SACRAMENTO 
 

ATTENDANCE – 0: 
 

MEMBERS – 0:  No meeting and no Members. 
 

GUESTS – 0:  No meeting and no Guests. 
 

1.   No meeting.  Meetings are cancelled for the remainder of 2020 due to COVID-19.  The next 
meeting in 2021 is unknown at this time.  The Hof Brau is still closed to inside dining. 

2.   The next Board Meeting is unknown at this time. 
 
 

George W. Foxworth for Vacant, Secretary 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

The cash balance on October 14th was $4,894.60.  No meeting and no raffle. 
 

George W. Foxworth, Treasurer 
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Coming Programs for 2020 & 2021 
        Date          Speaker                   Topic 

November 11th "No Meeting" "No Topic, No Meeting " 

December 9th "No Meeting" "No Topic, No Meeting" 

January 13th "To Be Determined" "To Be Determined" 

February 10th "To Be Determined" "To Be Determined" 

March 10th "To Be Determined" "To Be Determined" 

April 14th "To Be Determined" "To Be Determined" 
 

2020 Membership 
 

The 2020 membership renewal was due as of January 1, 2020.  The dues are $30.00 and you can 
renew and send to the Treasurer through the mail.  For all checks, make them payable to 
Sacramento Civil War Round Table and send them to: 
 

George W. Foxworth 
9463 Salishan Court 
Sacramento, CA  95826-5233 
 

NOTE:  2020 memberships are good for 2021 due to COVID-19. 
 

NEWSLETTER CIVIL WAR ARTICLES 
 

Civil War articles/book reviews are welcome.  The submission deadline is the first of each month for 
that month’s Battle Cry.  However, you can submit articles at anytime.  Please submit your items in 
Microsoft Word or regular email to: 
 

gwfoxworth@sbcglobal.net 
 

The Battle Cry is the monthly newsletter of the Sacramento CWRT.  Submissions are subject to 
availability of space and size limitations.  Submissions do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
organization or the Editor.  The official address of this organization is:  Sacramento Civil War Round 
Table, Post Office Box 254702, Sacramento, CA  95865-4702.  http://www.sacramentocwrt.org is 
the web site address.  Check the web for past newsletter editions and information about the group. 
 

NORTH & SOUTH IS BACK! 
 

Re-Launched in July 2019, three issues have already appeared by December 31, 2019.  Each 100-
page issue is packed with 7 - 8 articles plus the familiar Departments--Knapsack, Crossfire, and 
Briefings-- and a new one, Civil Warriors, that looks at little known participants in the War. 
 

Lead article in Issue 4 is a detailed examination of whether Meade could have - and should have - 
trapped and destroyed the Army of Northern Virginia.  (Editor says yes, 98%.)  There will be a 
follow-up discussion article. 
 

To subscribe go to northandsouthmag.com or call Keith on (559) 260 3852 (Pacific time). 
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Emma Sansom Johnson 
Cavalry Guide, CSA 

 

 
 

Portrait of Emma Sansom as a teenager, painted in 1902, and presented to the State of Alabama 
 

Emma Sansom was born on June 2, 1847, near Social Circle, Georgia, a 
descendant of a prominent Cherokee Nation family.  When a small child, 
she moved with her large family to a farm outside the Alabama town of 
Gadsden.  Her father died when she was eleven, leaving her mother to 
raise Emma and her eleven siblings on her own. 
 

Emma is revered in Alabama as the fifteen-year-old heroine who guided 
the cavalry of then-Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest to find, 
defeat, and capture raiding Federal cavalry forces led by Colonel Abel D. 
Streight in May 1863. 
 

While conducting search and destroy raiding through the Gadsden area, 
Streight’s cavalry was pursued by Forrest’s troops.  The Union cavalry 
destroyed the only area bridge which Confederate troops could use to  
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catch up to them.  The bridge was burned with simmering coals demanded 
from the nearest home – that of the Sansom’s.  The house and farm were 
also pillaged and Emma’s older brother, a wounded Confederate soldier 
recovering at home, was taken prisoner by Streight’s forces. 
 

With Black Creek rain-swollen and unfordable at the site of the destroyed 
bridge, General Forrest soon rode to that same home in order to find a 
guide.  Over her mother’s objections to her being in the company of strange 
men, Emma volunteered to lead Forrest to a nearby cow ford.  Forrest lifted 
her to mount his horse behind him. Nearing the ford, and under fire from 
Federal sharpshooters, Emma dismounted and led the way on foot, with 
Forrest personally shielding her. 
 

Forrest’s outnumbered forces were able to cross the ford which Emma 
located for them, and then they caught up to the Federal raiders and saved 
Rome, Georgia from destruction.  Emma’s brother was found amongst 
Colonel Streight’s prisoners, and, at the recollection of General Forrest, 
“dispatched on the fleetest horse in the command” back to his home. 
 

In aiding Forrest, Emma not only faced death from Federal fire, but risked 
capture and prosecution of herself, potential execution of her brother, and 
Federal retribution against her family and farm.  Her actions in support of 
the Confederate Army, undertaken at such potential sacrifice, made her a 
cherished War heroine. 
 

At its meeting in November 1863, the Alabama Legislature awarded a 
parcel of public land and a gold medal to Emma in consideration of her 
public service.  During the course of the War, the lands and medal were 
lost, but the 1899 State Legislature awarded her 640 acres of land as a 
replacement. 
 

She died on August 9, 1900, as a pioneering farmer in Upshur County, 
Texas, who raised her seven children alone after having been widowed at 
forty.  The subject of a poem, The Ballad of Emma Sansom, by John 
Trotwood Moore, she is also honored by a portrait displayed in the 
Alabama State Capitol; by monuments in Gadsden, Alabama, in Social 
Circle, Georgia, and in Gilmer, Texas; by a Gadsden-area middle school 
named in her honor; and by the Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp 253, 
of Gadsden, originally chartered in 1899, also named in her honor. 
 

Submitted by the "Society for Women and the Civil War - wwwswcw.org" 
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Samuel Colt 
 

Samuel Colt was born in Hartford, Connecticut on July 19, 1814.  His mother died of 
tuberculosis when he was six years old.  His father remarried less than two years later.  His 
stepmother resented the large Colt family, though she added three of her own children to 
the household in quick succession.  The house was crowded and money was tight.  The 
older Colt children were forced to go out to work or be apprenticed to a trade. 
 

 
 

Samuel began to work in his father’s textile factory when he was ten.  In 1829 after setting 
fire to his classroom during a brief stint at school, he was sent to intern on a cargo ship 
headed to India.  It was on board that Samuel constructed his first wooden model of a 
revolving pistol, a “six shooter.”  Upon his return home, he worked for his father as a dye 
manager, learning a great deal of chemistry along the way.  After saving enough money, he 
traveled as a showman though the United States and Canada, doing demonstrations using 
“laughing gas.”  In two years, he had earned enough to stay home and work on his revolver 
prototype.  By 1833, he had perfected a six barreled rotating breech.  Samuel was advised 
to patent it in Europe first.  In 1836, he returned to America and founded the Patent Arms 
Company.  By 1842, the company was insolvent. 
 

Tragedy seemed to dog the Colt family.  During his youth, Samuel lost three sisters:  one to 
a childhood disease, one at nineteen from consumption, and one in 1839, from suicide by 
arsenic poisoning.  Of his three brothers, he was closest with the eldest, John.  John had 
written a remarkably successful accounting text, reprinted forty six times.  But while arguing 
with his publisher about money, John murdered the man with a hatchet.  He tried to ship the 
body to New Orleans, wrapped in sailcloth and covered with chloride of lime, but it was 
soon detected.  (Edgar Allen Poe based his story “The Oblong Box” on this murder.)  The 
body was traced back to John who was tried and condemned to death. 
 

Samuel and John had a complicated relationship.  In 1838, while in Europe, Samuel had 
met and married the beautiful sixteen year-old Caroline Henshaw.  When he returned with 
her to the United States, he realized she did not fit the model of the wife of a successful 
businessman and a high society hostess.  He left Caroline in the care of John. 
 

On November 18, 1842, the day of John’s execution, Samuel Colt, appeared at The Tombs 
with a very pregnant Caroline Henshaw and a preacher.  Caroline and John were married to 
give the baby a legitimate name, Samuel Caldwell Colt.  After the short ceremony, John  
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asked to be left alone to compose himself.  When the hangman returned, he found John 
dead, a knife sticking out of his heart.  Caroline was sent back to Europe under the name 
Julia Leicester, to start a new life.  Samuel Caldwell Colt, always referred to in quotes as 
Samuel Colt’s “nephew,” was more or less acknowledged openly by Colt to be his son.  He 
was given a generous allowance and sent to the finest schools. 
 

Colt’s multi-shot revolvers had been used successfully in the West by Texas Rangers 
during the Seminole War.  The repeat-shot revolvers evened their odds against an enemy 
who outnumbered them.  When the Mexican War began, the US Government ordered one 
thousand revolvers.  Colt constructed a new workshop in Hartford, calling it Colt’s Patent 
Fire-Arms Manufacturing Company.  By 1860, it was the largest of its kind in the world. 
 

Death was big business and the coming Civil War was to make Samuel Colt an immensely 
wealthy man.  By 1861, the factory had doubled in size.  Colt wrote his foreman, “Run the 
Armory night and day with a double set of hands.” 
 

Colt was innovative as a factory owner.  He revolutionized the production of revolvers by 
using interchangeable parts, making an assembly line process feasible.  He spent a fortune 
on advertising, even coining the phrase, “New and Improved.”  He obtained (paid) celebrity 
endorsements from Sam Houston and Brigham Young.  He used famous artists, like 
George Caitlin, to illustrate his ads.  Colt sent complimentary engraved revolvers to leaders 
throughout Europe, even to Tsar Nicholas and the King of Siam.  He relied on the bribery of 
politicians and military officials to help him receive lucrative government contracts for his 
factory. 
 

An American citizen could buy a Colt revolver for $14.50.  The British government could buy 
one for $12.50.  Samuel Colt sold his revolvers to the Federal Government for $25 each.  
Even with the rumblings of War on the horizons, Colt sold his revolvers both North and 
South.  Some said he was a Copperhead, others called him a traitor.  Three days after Fort 
Sumter, he was still shipping arms to the Confederacy, labeling them, “hardware.”  Colt was 
billing the Federal Government ten percent more than the Confederate States of America.  
The New York Tribune wrote, “…traitors have found sympathizers among us, men base 
enough to sell arms when they knew they would be …in the hands of the deadly enemies of 
the Union.”  Bribed men in high places now told Colt, the game was up.  He was forced to 
stop selling weapons to the South. 
 

Colt was considered a good employer.  His men worked a ten hour-day with an hour for 
lunch.  He put wash stations throughout the factory.  He built employee housing.  He also 
built The Charter Oak Hall, a Club where his employees could relax in their leisure time.  
But he regularly fired employees who he considered to be “Black devil Republicans.”  He 
would rant about abolitionists and curse John Brown.  On Election Day, he would stand 
besides voting booths, cautioning his workers on who to vote for. 
 

Samuel married Elizabeth Hart Jarvis on June 5, 1856.  Elizabeth was a wealthy thirty year-
old woman from a good family.  The Colts built a mansion, Armswear, hoping to fill it with 
children.  But their hopes for a large family were consistently dashed.  Their first son, 
Samuel, was born and died in 1857. 
 

On January 10, 1862, Samuel Colt died suddenly of complications from gout.  He was forty  
seven years-old.  He did not live long enough to hear his Colt .45 caliber Peacemaker called 
“the gun that won the West.”  He never knew it was used by the legendary Jesse James,  
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Billy the Kid, and Wyatt Earp.  He never heard the slogan, “God created men.  Colonel Colt 
made them equal.”  Colt was buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford.  The planned 
military salute was silenced so as not to disturb Colt’s two year-old daughter, Henrietta, who 
was desperately ill.  She died ten days after her father.  Six months after Colt’s death, 
Elizabeth gave birth to a stillborn child.  In 1863, three year-old Elizabeth died.  Of their five 
children, only one, Caldwell Hart Colt, would live to adulthood. 
 

 
 

Colt had left a thriving business and a fifteen million dollar fortune, equivalent to three 
hundred and fifty million today.  Elizabeth’s brother, Richard Jarvis, became President of the 
Company.  On February 4, 1864, the factory burned to the ground, alleged to be the work of 
Confederate sympathizers.  Elizabeth struggled on.  She had lost four children, her 
husband, and the uninsured factory in six years. 
 

Caldwell Hart Colt was viewed as a “fop and dilettante.”  He drowned while yachting on 
January 21, 1894, aged thirty five, under mysterious circumstances.  Some believe he was 
murdered by a jealous husband. 
 

Samuel Colt had left his “nephew,” Samuel Caldwell Colt, two million dollars.  Elizabeth 
went to court but in probate, young Samuel produced a marriage certificate that proved his 
“uncle” had married Catherine Henshaw in 1838 and there was no evidence that there had 
ever been a divorce.  Samuel Caldwell Colt was entitled to part of the Colt Estate.  He 
married, raised a family, and was elected to the State Legislature.  He died on July 16, 1915 
and is also buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

Elizabeth became a philanthropist, advocating for daycare for working mothers.  She was 
President of the Union for Home Work for twenty-two years and the first President of the 
Hartford Soldiers Aid Society.  In 1869, she organized the first Suffragette Convention in 
Hartford.  Elizabeth died “of paralysis” on August 23, 1905, and is buried in Cedar Hill 
Cemetery next to her husband.  She was known as “The First Lady of Connecticut.”  Her 
full-page obituary was the first ever for a woman. 
 

Today the grounds of Armswear are a one hundred-acre public park.  The house was 
donated by Elizabeth to be used as a refuge for gentlewomen dependents of Episcopal 
clergymen. 
 
Submitted by Judith Breitstein 
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Reviews, surveys, original essays, and commentary in the field of military studies. 
2019-105 
 

The Seventh West Virginia Infantry:  An Embattled Union Regiment 
from the Civil War's Most Divided State 

 

By David W. Mellott and Mark A. Snell.  23 December 2019, Review by Scott A. MacKenzie, 
Winnipeg.  Lawrence:  Univ. Press of Kansas, 2019.  Pp. xix, 354.  ISBN 978–0–7006–2753–0. 
 

Civil War historians unfairly neglect West Virginia, usually reducing its ordeals to a few 
sentences on its resistance to Virginia's secession at the beginning of the conflict.  But, besides 
the travails of the thousands of its men serving on both sides in the War, it endured a guerrilla 
conflict paralleled in savagery only by Missouri's.  In The Seventh West Virginia Infantry, Ohio 
lawyer David Mellott and historian Mark Snell (Shepherd University) have crafted a welcome 
scholarly study of the fledgling State's banner Regiment. 
 

 
 

Recruited in 1861 from Northwestern Virginia and neighboring counties in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, "the Bloody Seventh" served with the Army of the Potomac through the major 
battles of the War's Eastern Theater.  The book covers the Regiment's experiences on and off 
the battlefield, and both during and after the War.  The result is a thoroughly researched, 
penetrating, and deftly written Regimental history that should supersede the less rigorous 
popular works that have long dominated West Virginia's Civil War literature. 
 

In Chapter 1, the authors paint a clear statistical and demographic portrait of the men who 
joined each side in the War and explain why the new Seventh Virginia Union recruited in its 
three regions.  In the book's other chapters, they draw on a massive new base of letters and 
diaries solicited from dozens of descendants, including Mellot himself.  Some subjects, for 
instance slavery, receive less attention simply because soldiers rarely wrote about them. 
 

Mellott and Snell give due consideration to the Seventh Virginia's front-line actions.  After its 
initial deployment in its home territory protecting railroads, it was transferred by the War 
Department—against the desires of its officers and men—to the Army of the Potomac for 
operations in Eastern Virginia.  Major General George McClellan assigned the Regiment to the  
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Gibraltar Brigade along with Indiana and Ohio units.  Together, they saw hard fighting in the 
Shenandoah Valley and then sustained heavy casualties in Bloody Lane at Antietam, where the 
Seventh lost three color bearers but kept its tattered flag.  They fought as well at Fredericksburg 
and Chancellorsville. 
 

In their fine battle narratives, Mellott and Snell connect military events with both broader and 
narrower contexts of the Regiment's existence, including West Virginia's acquisition of 
statehood despite the difficulties posed by, among other things, the critical issue of slavery.  Like 
many of their fellow soldiers, the men of the Seventh men were cool to the news of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, even though West Virginia received an exemption.  The authors' 
discussion of the soldiers' daily lives in camp, including desertions, alcohol use, gambling, 
religious matters, and draftees, helps to humanize them in ways neglected in previous 
regimental histories. 
 

Gettysburg proved to be the newly renamed Seventh West Virginia's crucible.  The Gibraltar 
Brigade saw heavy action along East Cemetery Hill, described in vivid detail from the 
perspectives of its participants.  In the following passage, the authors connect the views of a 
well-read senior officer with those of a less educated junior officer promoted from the ranks. 
 

In the weeks, months, and years that followed, the Seventh's survivors came to know that they 
had been part of an epic encounter.  Their monuments and markers erected on that field in the 
following forty years attest to that.  But by the Summer of 1863, the Seventh's veterans had 
become accustomed to hard fighting.  Eli Henthorn, a Lieutenant in Company H, said as much 
when he wrote his sister almost a month and a half later, "I havent got mutch News to write only 
that I was in the Battle at Gettysburg.  But got out Safe And thankful to the good Lord for it I 
think it was the hardest Battle that Ever has Ben Fought by the Army of the Potomac." [Colonel 
Jonathan] Lockwood simply called the three-day battle "the mighty contest for the mastery."  
Coupled with the fall of Vicksburg, on July 4, fought eight hundred miles away, the Battle of 
Gettysburg indeed marked a major turning point in the War.  (145–46.) 
 

Such comparisons give the West Virginia soldiers a voice in their own history. 
 

The book's final chapters concern the Seventh's last year of War.  After refitting in Central 
Virginia, its men sustained heavy casualties at the Wilderness, in the trenches of Petersburg, 
and during the pursuit to Appomattox.  (The book's high-quality map program is a special 
enhancement here.)  The authors enliven their battle analyses by quoting letters of soldiers in 
other units who recalled seeing the Seventh in action.  They describe periods when no fighting 
took place.  We learn about bounty jumpers, members of the Seventh imprisoned in 
Andersonville, and even the Regimental Band. 
 

The Seventh's troubles did not end with Robert E. Lee's surrender.  The authors follow the Unit 
through the Grand Review, its drawn-out discharge, and its men's return home to their new 
state.  In a brief but interesting discussion, they describe the conservative reaction that spoiled 
the fruits of Union victory in the early 1870s.  The book concludes with the struggles of the 
Seventh's veterans to cope with civilian daily life and preserve the memory of their service. 
 

There are few flaws in this discerning and most salutary history of a little studied Civil War 
Regiment from its inception to its disbandment.  It deserves a place on the shelf beside other 
fine recent regimental histories. 
 

Submitted by Bruce A. Castleman, Ph.D. 
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